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Mark 10:17-22
17And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
18And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except 
God alone. 19You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, Do not 
commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, 
Honor your father and mother.'" 20And he said to him, "Teacher, all these I 
have kept from my youth." 21And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to 
him, "You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." 22 Disheartened by 
the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Mollie had a big nose.  In school the kids had called her Eagle Beak.  She was nearly 
thirty before Clarence asked her to marry him.  Clarence had a fairly big nose 
himself.   “Yes, of course, I’ll marry you, Clarence,” she said,  “but what about my 
nose?”  “What nose?” he asked.  This was clearly the man for her.  Mollie married 
Clarence.  Who loved her and never seemed to notice the length of her nose. 

But Mollie was not so gracious.  “Clarence, your nose is too long.  If you would just 
have surgery, you’d be a good-looking man.”  Clarence felt bad, but he trusted 
Mollie.  So, he had the surgery done.  But then Clarence’s snoring began to bother 
Mollie.  “Clarence, if you would just have your adenoids removed,  I could be truly 
happy with you.”  So Clarence had his adenoids removed.  The same thing happened 
with Clarence’s crooked teeth.  “Clarence, if you would just…”  So, of course 
Clarence had his teeth fixed.  

One day Mollie was straightening up things in their computer room when she 
happened to find in a drawer several bottles.  In the bottles were things like teeth 
and adenoids and nose parts, and on each of the bottles was a label that said,  
“Clarence, if you would just…”  Suddenly, Mollie felt ashamed.  When Clarence 
came home, Mollie showed him the bottles and said,  “Clarence, maybe I should 
have surgery on my nose.”  He kissed her on the tip of her nose and said,  “I know 
how to make our marriage perfect.  If you would just stop saying,  ‘If you would 
just…’”

Mollie had said those words so often, that Clarence started saying them!  Does the 
Lord say the same thing?  If you would just…?  I would love you if you would just 
behave!  Does God put conditions on His love for you?  Does God say to you and 
me, “If you would just…”?
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No matter what we might say in order to give the right answer, we tend to believe:  
That God does put conditions on His love.  What the rich young man asks Jesus, 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life” may sound strange to our Lutheran ears.  
But is that any different than if you believe God would square away your kids or 
grandkids if you would just spend more time in prayer?  That He would help you 
with your problems if you would just spend more time helping others?  That He 
would guide your work and bless it if you would just work harder?  That’s what we 
tend to believe.  If I would just…, then God would…

That’s the meaning of the rich young man’s question.  And you know what?  The rich 
young man was not disappointed with Jesus’ answer.  Because Jesus started listing 
God’s conditions:  “Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal…”  Yes, 
God does place conditions on His love!  And the rich young man was willing to 
accept those conditions:  “Teacher, all of these I have kept since I was a boy.”  The 
rich young man was willing to accept those conditions in order to inherit eternal 
life.  And so are we tempted to accept God’s conditions if that will get us the 
blessings we’re seeking.  How often do we say inside ourselves, “If I would just…, 
then this would happen…” 

But then, Jesus includes one more condition, one more “if you would just…”  “Sell 
everything you have, give it to the poor, and then you will inherit eternal life.”  
Now, that’s not merely a matter of praying more, or helping others or working 
harder.  That’s drastic!  “Sell everything you have, give it to the poor, and then you 
will inherit eternal life.”  Jesus is not demanding that all His followers sell everything 
we have, because some would be willing to do it.  What Jesus does is home in on 
our pet sin.   And like a surgeon going after an infected area with a scalpel, Jesus 
goes straight for that sin we would hang on to.  The one we refuse to admit is a sin 
- and reminds us that giving it up is one of God’s conditions.  So that we feel the 
back breaking burden of God’s conditions.  As the rich young man felt it.  He was 
“disheartened.”  “He went away sorrowful.”  Jesus demanded more than he 
expected, more than he could give.  

Jesus does demand more of us than we expect.  So that He can give us more than 
we expect.  The burden of His back breaking conditions drives us to seek His 
mercy, so that He can give us everything He has.  As the first words of this text 
would remind us:  “…as He was setting out on His journey…”  What journey does 
Mark mean?  Where was Jesus headed?  Always His journey was to the cross.  That 
was His destination.  Where He gave everything He had.  Even His life.  Even His 
relationship with the Father.  These he gave to us.  Even the inheritance that was 
His, the inheritance of eternal life.  The “never having to experience hell.”  That’s 
what Jesus inherited, because He’d met all of God’s conditions.  That inheritance He 
gave to us. 

What happens then to all of God’s conditions?  Jesus has us covered.  “Blessed are 
they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.”  (Romans 4:7) 
God’s back breaking conditions?  Jesus satisfied all of them. He bore their back 
breaking burden at the cross.  Jesus requires that we give up everything for Him. 
The rich young man could not.  Neither can we.  It’s more than we can give.  So, 
Jesus gives up everything for us, even to the extent of dying in our place on a cross.  
In Jesus, God’s “if you would just” becomes “just as you are, come.”  Come to the 
Lord for the blessings you seek.  Come to the One who gives more than we 
expect.  Come to the One who gives us everything.  Who gives us eternal life.
Amen
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